Confidential
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GOVERNOR’S LEGAL OFFICE

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR STATE CAPITOL, SUITE NB-05
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130
ROBERT BENTLEY
GOVERNOR (334)242-7120
FAX: (334) 242-2335
STATE OF ALABAMA )
MEMORANDUM
DATE: February 7, 2017
TO: Robert Bentley, Governor
FROM: David B. Byme, Jr., Chief Legal Advisor

SUBJECT:  Talking Points/Timeline of E\(éii;cs‘iv

July 13. 2016 .
Governor Robert Bentley testified beforc_ the Montgomery County Special Grand Jury.

Prior to Governor Bentley’s appearanée befdré -the Grand Jury, Governor Bentley’s privatei
lawyer, Joe Espy, and the Governor’s Legal Advisor, were advised that the Governor was not a
subject or target of the grand jury, but that his office needed to consider the Governor’s status as
a witness. . e .

November 3. 2016 S

Attorney General Luther Strange wrote Representative Mike Jones, Chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee asking Representative Jones to cease work of the House Judiciary
Committee. Attorney General Strange respectfully requested that the Committee cease active
interviews and investigation until the Attorney General was able to report to you the necessary
related work of his office hacf"Bgi‘en completed.

November 8. 2016 — Presidential Election.

Following the November 2016 General Election of Donald J. Trump to be the President Elect,
the President announced that he intended to appoint United States Senator Jeff Sessions to be his
Attorney General. i

December 22. 2016
Attorney General Strange told reporter Mike Cason that ...”he has never said the governor is
under investigation.”

Attorney General Strange was asked a follow up question by Mike Cason related to the press
release issued by Representative Mike Jones, Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee.
*' Attorney General Strange said “the press release from Jones was incorrect.”



January 2017
Attorney General Strange was the first Alabama politician to file paperwork with the Federal

Elections Commission to run for the Senate office in 2018.

January 20. 2017
Donald J. Trump took office as the President of the United States.

-

Immediately following his inauguration, President Trump nominated United States Senator Jeff
Sessions to be his Attorney General.

Governor Bentley issued a broad announcement seeking qualified candidates to replace Senator
Sessions should he resign from the United States Senate.

Approximately 100 candidates asked to be considered to replace Senator Sessions. From that
number the Governor selected 20 candidates for interview. Each interview was conducted one-
on-one with a prospective candidate seeking the appointment. Those discussions focused on
academic background, work experience, their role in public service, and most important why
they were the best qualified to seek appointment. - ’ :

Following the interview of the 20 candidates, the vaernor narrowed the list to 6 candidates for
the short list. c S .

February 8. 2017 T
Governor Robert Bentley announced his intention to nominate as the
next United States Senator from Alabama. '
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